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KMEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director {Plane)

SUBJECT: Projec: IDEALIST Afrcraft Modification

1. The attached Activity “rugranm for Project IDEALIST develop-
ment is sabmitted for your approval.

~ 2. Subject Activity Prograr proposes the following modifications
for U-2 and U-2C alreraft:
25X1A a. ‘Two U-ZC sircraft 1o be wodified for inflight refueling. -

Thess nirceaft to be assigne to

25X1A
| B, Four U-2C alreraft o bz modified for single side-baad
| ' eguipment. Two of these airoraft tu be aselgned t

two to e transferred tot - 5X1A

¢. - No modificaticns propoeed for any U-2 alrcraft.

3. Summary of proposed aircraft assignment follows:

= o3
gt ‘ * _ ' : g

25X1A {1) Two U-2C with inflight refueling and single side-band
installation.

{2} Omne U-2Z with present configuration.

| Two U-2 aircraft with present configuration.

25X1A
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Twoe U-2C aircraft with single side-band instaliation.

4. With the completion of the proposed meodification program the
following operational capabllity ./ili ansue:

mm The roject IBEALIST overflight capability
will be vested in this unit. Norld-wide photographic reconnaissance

conid be accomplished. Rerall of mission aircraft could be effected.

collection. Photographic ¢-verage of the Middle Last
could be accomplished. Wec recall capabllity would exist.

em Primary --ission would be photographic coverage
of the Wathland. BRecall of mission aircraft could be effected.

5. Paragraph 3. of the attached Activity Program presents the
cost estiznates for related modifications which include z high aititude
restart capabllity for the U-2C sircrait and additional single slde-band
modification for the U-2 aircrafi. These related modifications are not
recommended at this time. The following are comments in this regard:

25X1A |

a. High altitude resta-i: The cost estimate eFr
this modification nay be prohibitively high in view of the extremely

low incident of Nlame-outs sxperienced in the past with the J-75
engine.

d: This installation is recommended for ;
to ramain in place to conduct peripheral |
& Fecall capabllity would be essential if an |
C fHon capibility is to be assured,

STANLEY W, BEERLI
solonel USA¥F
Acting Chief, DPD-DD/P
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25X1A

oep/opS|-: ¢ Fove: ver 1960)

Bistribution: L
Copy 1 - DD/P w/att T
Copy 2 - AC/DPD w/att o
Lopp Bl wiatt -

Copy 4 - DPD/Contracts w/ati
Copy 5 - DPD/_A sst. leue.f wiatt

Capy g - DPﬂ/ C/ DB w/att
Copy 9 - EP?.:)]CGP& w/att
Copy 10 - DPD/RI w/att
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